
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
Stories with Intent 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

 Prelude Heaven Came Down – Wendy Nawn 
 Welcome and Announcements  
 Moment of Preparation We Gather Together 
 

 Call to Worship  
 Song How Great Is Our God 
 

 Confession of Sin  
 Affirmation of Forgiveness Micah 7:18 

 Song Praise God from Whom All Blessings – #556 
 

 The Apostle’s Creed  
 

 Offertory Yet Not I, But through Christ in Me 
 

 Prayers of the People  
 
 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

 Song Speak O Lord 
 Old Testament Ezekiel 36:26-27 – Glenn Anderson 
 

 Message Rev. Keith Fink 
Am I Missing My Heart’s Response to the Word? 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 
 
WE DEPART TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD 
 

 Song Open My Eyes That I May See – #367 
 Benediction   
 Postlude   



Stories with Intent 
Am I Missing My Heart’s Response to the Word? 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 
 
“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel [good news] of the kingdom.” (Mt. 9:35) 
 
Question: Why is the good news of the kingdom, good news for some but not for others? 
 
I. The Parable Proper (1-7) 
 
II. The Parable Explained (18-23) 
 
 A.  The Interpretive Key (19): 

1) seed = word of the kingdom 
2) soil = the heart 

 B. The Four Soils/Hearts: 
  1) The hard heart (19) 
  2) The shallow heart (20-21) 
  3) The divided heart (22) 
  4 The receptive heart (23) 
 
III. The Personal Question: Which type of heart is mine? 
 
IV. Our Only Hope 
“And I will give you a new heart and a new spirit I will put within you.  And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  And will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statues.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27a) 
 

***************************** 
 
Point to Ponder: What does the heart exam of this parable reveal? 
 
 
Next Week: 
Next Sunday morning we will continue our sermon series entitled Stories with Intent by considering 
Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 ‘Am I Missing The Certainty of God’s Plan?’ 
 
 

 

 



How Great Is Our God 

The splendor of the King clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice 
And trembles at His voice 

How great is our God 
Sing with me how great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

And age to age He stands, 
And time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead three in one 
Father, Spirit, Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb 

How great is our God 
Sing with me how great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing how great is our God 

Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing how great is our God 

How great is our God 
Sing with me how great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

 Words and music by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash  
  and Jesse Reeves  
 © 2004 sixsteps Music | worshiptogether.com  
 songs | Wondrously Made Songs  
 CCLI #1026532.  

Affirmation of Forgiveness 
Micah 7:18 

Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and 
forgives the transgression of the remnant of 
his inheritance? You do not stay angry 
forever but delight to show mercy. 

Praise God from Whom All Blessings 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
Amen 

 Words: Doxology by Thomas Ken, 1709  
 Music: Old Hundredth from Genevan Psalter, 1551. 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord: 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again  
  from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and sits at the right hand of God,  
  the Father Almighty; 
 from thence He shall come to judge the  
  quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Speak O Lord 

Speak O Lord as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your holy word 
Take Your truth plant it deep in us 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith 
Speak O Lord and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory 

Teach us Lord full obedience 
Holy reverence true humility 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity 
Cause our faith to rise 
Cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority 
Words of power that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief 

Speak O Lord and renew our minds 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity 
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises 
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us 
Speak O Lord till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory 

 Words and music by Keith Getty  
 and Stuart Townend 
 © 2005 Thankyou Music 
 CCLI #1026532. Used by permission. 

Open My Eyes that I May See 

Open my eyes that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free 

Silently now I wait for Thee 
Ready my God Thy will to see 
Open my eyes illumine me 
Spirit divine 

Open my ears that I may hear 
Voices of truth Thou soundest clear 
And while the wave notes sound in my ear 
Everything false will disappear 

Silently now I wait for Thee 
Ready my God Thy will to see 
Open my ears illumine me 
Spirit divine 

Open my mouth and let me bear 
Gladly the warm truth everywhere 
Open my heart and let me prepare 
Love with Thy children thus to share 

Silently now I wait for Thee 
Ready my God Thy will to see 
Open my heart illumine me 
Spirit divine 

 Words and music by Lelia N. Morris, 1898 



 


