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Timeline
(all dates approximate)

• 6 BCE - 34 CE Life of Jesus

• 64/65 CE Peter and Paul killed in Rome by Nero

• 110-112 CE Ignatius’ martyrdom

• 155-165 CE Polycarp’s martyrdom

• 193-211 CE Severan Persecutions

• 202/3 CE Perpetua & Felicity’s martyrdom

• 303-312 CE Great Persecution

• 304 CE Agnes’ martyrdom



https://www.vox.com/world/2018/6/19/17469176/roman-empire-maps-history-explained



Perpetua & Felicity
• Carthage, North Africa

• during Septimius Severus persecutions

• against converts

• Vibia Perpetua = noble wife; Felicity = slave

• catechumens = people preparing to join 
church

• Their story recorded so that “God may be 
glorified and man strengthened” (Passion 1).

Mosaic, 6th c CE
Archbishop’s Chapel
Ravenna, Italy
Photo by Nick Thompson
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelegrino/5779220671/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelegrino/5779220671/


Passion of Perpetua & Felicity

• Perpetua’s journal

• Visions (ladder, brother, gladiator) 

• Family struggles (mothers!)

• Attacked by mad cow; eventually killed with sword

Contemporary 
Icon

https://www.reed.edu/humanities/hum110/
Leibman/WasPerpetuaBlack.html#Forum

The martyrdom of Perpetua, 
Felicitas, Revocatus, 

Saturninus and Secundulus
Illuminated manuscript 
(Menologion of Basil),

early 11th c.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Perpetua_and_Felicity

I am a Christian



100 years pass 
(including Decian & Valerian Persecutions 249-260)



The Great Persecution 
(303-312 CE)

• typically associated with Diocletian (299/303-306 CE)

• Edicts against Christians

• scriptures burned, churches destroyed, clergy imprisoned

• forbidden to worship and gather; slaves forbidden manumission; 
honors and privileges removed

• all compelled to sacrifice: many penalties—including death

• ended in West c. 306; continued in East until c. 312 CE 

• Edict of Toleration under Galerius (311) allowed Christians to exist 
and could worship again—as long as prayed for emperor and empire 
and didn’t threaten public order



Agnes
• dies in Rome in 304 under Diocletian 

• 12 years old: modest, virtuous virgin

• people tried to persuade her to turn away, to 
marry, to recant her faith—and she refused

• called herself a bride of Christ and willingly 
died

• died by sword, beheading, or something 
similar

Icon of St. Agnes
4th c. Rome
Catacomb of Pamphylus
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2010/02/4th-century-icon-of-st-agnes-in-rome.html

Apse Mosaic, early 7th c.
Sant’ Agneses fuori le Mura, Rome

Photo by Richard Mortel 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/prof_richard/8008288332



What we can learn
• Anyone can be a martyr.

• Following Jesus comes before our loyalty to our natal 
family—and we belong to God’s family.

• Perpetua & family; Felicity & baby; Agnes & Christ

• God provides strength to those whom He calls.

• We don’t need to fear what might happen in this life; 
rather, we need to fear God (see Matthew 10:28).

• We have hope because of Christ.



In their 
own words

• Agnes: “He who chose me first for Himself shall receive me” (9).

• Perpetua: “I understood that I should fight, not with beasts but 
against the devil; but I knew that mine was the victory” (10).

• Felicity: “there another shall be in me who shall suffer for me, 
because I am to suffer for him” (15).

• Editor: “O most valiant and blessed martyrs! …these new wonders 
also may testify that one and the same Holy Spirit works ever until 
now, and with Him God the Father Almighty, and His Son Jesus 
Christ Our Lord, to Whom is glory and power unending for ever 
and ever. Amen” (21).

https://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf210.iv.vii.ii.ii.html

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/perpetua.asp

Image from https://www.earlychristians.org/acts-of-the-martyrdom-of-sts-perpetua-and-felicity-207-ad/


