
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS* 

Week of December 1, 2019 

Sun 1  NO G3 Youth Group  
Mon 2 7:00pm CL & O Committee Meeting  
 7:00pm Worship Committee Meeting  
Thurs 5 7:00am Men’s Bible Study  

 11:30am First Thursday with Evelyn (Klein) Whitfield  
 6:45pm twenty: Dinner and Bible Study for Young Adults  
 7:00pm G3 Senior High Bible Study  
 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

Sat 7 9:00am Great Valley Prayer  
 9:30am Advent Decorating  
 4:30pm Great Valley Family Party  
Sun 8 9:00am Christian Education Hour  
 10:00am Corporate Worship  

* There are a variety of weekly Life Groups that meet in individuals’ homes. 
Pick up a spreadsheet in Dickerson Hall or check out our website for more info. 
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Pastor     Keith Fink 
Director of Ministries   Jim Shackleton 
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Facilities Supervisor   Christopher White 
 

Great Valley Presbyterian Church 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2019 

What Child Is This? 
 
 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

 Prelude I Must Tell Jesus – Thompson 
 Welcome and Announcements  
 

 Call to Worship  
 Advent Reading The Alexander Family 
 Songs What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest – #102 
  Joy Has Dawned 
 

 Confession of Sin  
 Unison Assurance of Forgiveness Acts 10:43 
 Song Gloria Patri – #558 
 

 Prayers of the People Paul Gundersen 
 Offertory O Come All Ye Faithful 
 Doxology Praise God from Whom All Blessings – #556 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

 Song (children dismissed) Reformation Hymn 
 Old Testament Psalm 89:27-37 – Tracey Toms 
 

 Message Rev. Keith Fink 
The Faithful Witness 

Revelation 1:4-6 
 

 Song Fullness of Grace 
 
WE CELEBRATE AT GOD’S TABLE  
 

 Sacrament of Communion  
 
WE DEPART TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD 
 

 Song O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – #87 
 Benediction  
 Postlude Vom Himmel Hoch – Pachelbel 

 
ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE 

 

It is a joy and a privilege to gather together to praise our God. May you 
sense His presence here today in worship and fellowship (Heb. 10:25). 
 

Families – Please see the cards in the pew racks for an explanation of 
family worship at GVPC. Children are welcome to stay with you during the 
worship service or participate in the following ministries: 

Infant Care (up to 18 months) in the Nursery. Today’s caregiver: Beth 
Nields. 
Rompers Church (18 mos. – K) in Room 1 of the Children’s Wing. 
Today’s leader: Craig Erickson. 
Jr. Church (1st - 4th graders) in the Library. Children are dismissed 
from the service during the song before the Scripture reading. A parent 
or older sibling should pick them up after the service. Today’s leader: 
Peggy Gould. 
5th- 8th graders stay in the service today. 

 

Greeters – Today’s greeters are Vince and Tricia Corraro. 
 

Flowers – The flowers this morning are given by Millie Montgomery to 
celebrate the wonder of God with us! 
 

Public and Private Prayer – The yellow cards in the pew racks are for 
praise or prayer requests to be read during the Prayers of the People. Fill 
one out and pass it to the center aisle for the prayer leader to collect 
during the second song. If you prefer your request to be private, please 
meet Karen Erickson in the Prayer Room following the service.  
 

Deacons on Call – In December, our deacons Marcia Papson and Rick 
Constable are on call for assistance.  
 

Following the Service – Please join us in the chapel after the service for 
Coffee Fellowship. 
 

Bearing One Another’s Burdens (Gal. 6:2) – If you have or know of 
special needs, concerns, or illnesses among our church family, please call 
the church office at 610-644-1995.  



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
________________________________________________________________ 

First Thursday December 5 
December’s First Thursday will feature a presentation by Evelyn (Klein) Whitfield 
about flowers, including some DIY hints on making your own arrangements. Born 
and raised in California, Evelyn followed her grandchildren to Pennsylvania 
following the passing of her husband of nearly 45 years. She purchased Malvern 
Flowers & Gifts (in the Malvern Shopping Center) in 2010 to fulfill a life-long 
dream of being a florist, operating the shop until 2013.  

First Thursday will meet in the Chapel from 11:30am – 2pm on December 5 for 
lunch and Evelyn’s presentation. Reservations are strongly encouraged. Invite a 
friend and sign up on the clipboard in your pew or gvpres.org/sign-up! 
________________________________________________________________ 

Advent Decorating and Fellowship December 7 
Get in the Christmas spirit on Saturday, December 7 at 9:30am with a time of 
fellowship and preparing our church facility for the annual celebration of God 
becoming man. We will adorn the inside and outside of the building with live and 
permanent decorations and we’ll enjoy a hot chocolate bar for refreshments.  

Please pray God will draw those who drive past to consider the true meaning of 
this festive season, and those who enter will be reminded anew – by sight and 
scent – that Light has dawned and Hope born. Sign up on the clipboard in your 
pew (or just drop in). You can contact Les Zan or the church office with any 
questions. 
________________________________________________________________ 

Great Valley Family Party December 7 
“O Come Let Us Adore Him!” All children are invited to bring along their parents, 
grandparents, and neighbors on December 7 from 4:30 to 6:30pm as we 
celebrate together with food, activities, carols and more. A main dish of chicken 
nuggets will be provided; please bring a side dish of fruit, veggies, salad or 
dessert to share with the group. Please RSVP by tomorrow (December 2) at 
gvpres.org/sign-up. 
________________________________________________________________ 

December Book Club Tea and Literary Society December 10 
Great Valley Book Club's special December Tea and Literary Society will be held 
on Tuesday, December 10 at 7:30pm at the home of Kathy Anderson. There is 
no specific book to read. Instead, bring a favorite book that you would like to 
share with the group in hopes to interest them in a new read! Bring a small treat 
to share along with a gently used, wrapped book to exchange. All are invited; if 
you have never attended Book Club this would be the perfect month to start! 
Questions? Contact Carol Jones.  

 
________________________________________________________________ 

Capital Campaign  
In the next few months we will be seeing a capital campaign for a sanctuary 
make over to hopefully occur in the Summer of 2020. Project particulars will be 
be coming late this winter and spring, but anyone caring to contribute early to the 
coming campaign in the 2019 tax year are encouraged to do so. Kindly mark 
your giving “2020 Sanctuary Campaign” so the Trustees may account for it 
properly. Stock gifts and transfers are simple; contact Ted Wray or our church 
Treasurer Alan Papson for details on the church brokerage account and how to 
transfer. 
________________________________________________________________ 

Bond or Stock Contributions  
If you are considering a bond or stock certificate gift to Great Valley, we 
recommend two things: 1) contact the church office (610-644-1995) for the 
instructions to follow in making a contribution, and 2) leave adequate time for the 
process (we suggest at least a week). 
________________________________________________________________ 

Financial Report November 2019 
Contributions to Great Valley's general fund in November totaled $ 45,498, about 
$3,000 below target. Our YTD contributions total almost $559,000, which means 
that we are looking for $111,000 in December to meet our target budget of 
$670,000.  

In the next few days all who have contributed to Great Valley during 2019 will 
receive a financial statement of their personal giving through November 30th. 
Please review that to aid you in your prayerful consideration of what to give 
before the end of the year, as well as to check for any errors that have been 
made in recording your contributions. In this Thanksgiving season we give 
thanks to God for his blessings and your support of Great Valley’s ministries. 

Unified Budget Operations/Ministries November Year-to-Date 

Budget Target* $    48,575 $    549,400** 

Actual Contributions 45,498 558,772** 

Over/(Under) Budget $    (3,077) $      9,372** 

*Based upon historical giving patterns 
**Represents 82.0% of the $670,000 budget target for 2019 

http://www.gvpres.org/sign-up
http://www.gvpres.org/sign-up


 
________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Gifts for Missionaries  
Each year the Great Valley Missionary Society invites the GVPC family to join us 
in collecting a special Christmas offering that will be divided among the 15 
missionaries who we support. If you would like to be a part of showing our 
representatives on the mission fields that we remember and care for them 
personally, gifts of cash or checks made out to Great Valley Missionary Society 
may be given to our Treasurer, Lynn Vessey, Co-Presidents Paul and Susan 
Toms, or any member of the Missionary Society by next Sunday, December 8. 
________________________________________________________________ 

Congregational Meeting December 8 
A Meeting of the Congregation is called on Sunday, December 8, 2019 
immediately following the Worship Service. The purpose of the Meeting is to 
elect Elders and Deacons, to elect members to the 2020 Congregation 
Nominating Committee, to present the 2020 Unified Budget, and to vote on the 
Pastor Terms of Call.  

The following officer candidate slates are presented by the 2019 Nominating 
Committee:  
 
Elder/Class of 2022 
Rees Hunt (1st term) 
 
Elder/Class of 2023 
Glenn Anderson (1st term) 
George Barstar (2nd term) 
Jane Porter (1st term) 
Chris Starr (1st term) 
 
Deacon/Class of 2023 
Frani Hitzelberger (2nd term) 
Susan Toms (2nd term) 
Julie Turner (1st term) 
Jackie Welle (2nd term) 

Please recall that if you are considering nominating a candidate from the floor, 
that person should demonstrate the Biblical qualifications for the office, have 
been asked in advance regarding her/his willingness to serve, and be present at 
the Congregational meeting to accept the nomination. Thank you. 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

College Student of the Week  
This week’s college student is Dana Burkardt. Dana is a sophomore at the 
University of Pittsburgh. Please pray that Dana would “turn [her] ear to wisdom 
and apply [her] heart to understanding (Proverbs 2:2).” 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

Poinsettia Orders  
Those wishing to donate Poinsettias to grace the sanctuary during Advent are 
encouraged to use the forms on the clipboards and submit them no later than 
Sunday, December 8. Donors may take the plants home after the Christmas Eve 
service. If you would rather make a contribution toward Poinsettias for 
homebound members, please write "Donate" on your form and the flowers will be 
delivered early to be enjoyed during Advent. Questions? Contact Susan. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

Giving Tree  
Reminder! If you took a tag from the Giving Tree, please return your new, 
unwrapped gift by church time on December 8th. Contact Marcia Papson or Dale 
Garrison with questions – the Deacons and the families thank you in advance! 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

Heard from the Mission Field  
Greg and Betsy Aikins, GEM Iceland – Greg and his church facilitation team 
have a vision to see a disciple multiplication movement spread across Iceland. 
Recently, the team in Reykjavik has sensed that God is calling them to focus on 
the Sudurnes region, an area of spectacular rugged beauty including hot springs, 
volcanoes, and sheer cliffs where thousands of birds nest. Home to the airport 
and the famous “Blue Lagoon”, it is not immediately obvious to those who visit 
that it is an economically depressed area and many immigrants/asylum seekers 
settle there as they await processing by Iceland’s authorities.  

This is also an area known for spiritual oppression and one of the most difficult 
mission fields in the country. Will you pray with the group that they would find 
receptive minds and hearts among the Christian leaders in the Sudurnes region? 
Their hope is to begin a Friends of Jesus group in the regional capital, 
Reykjanesbær. More details are available in their October 30 letter posted in 
Dickerson Hall.  



 

 1st SUNDAY 
 OF ADVENT 

UNISON: Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above. 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness (Hymn #28) 
 
Leader:  Advent is a season of dwelling in the promise, 

awaiting the coming Christ. Christmas is the 
fulfillment of that promise, “The Lord is faithful to 
all His promises and loving toward all He has made.” 

Psalm 145:13 
 
Lighter:  We light this candle on the first Sunday in Advent 

to celebrate the coming of Jesus – the Faithful Witness. 
 
UNISON: Scripture tells us in Proverbs 12:17, “A Faithful 

Witness always gives honest testimony.” Jesus 
Christ is that Faithful Witness whose testimony is 
reliable at all times. 

 
 


